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Don’t miss it ...

POW/MIA Luncheon

Falcons improve to 2-0 
on gridiron,

Page 10

7 AS Airmen return from hurricane
aid mission,

Page 3

The luncheon starts at 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday at the McChord Clubs and

Community Center.

Chief Kuck farewell,
Pages 8-9

INSIDE

Weekend Weather

Forecast generated at 7 a.m. Thursday
Courtesy of the 62nd Operations Support Squadron

McChord Air Force Base, Wash. Connecting Team McChord with the Combat Airlift Mission September 12, 2008

Hi: 75 Hi: 73 Hi: 82
Low: 49             Low: 49             Low: 52

Countdown to success

Operational 
Readiness Inspection ................................. 409 days

Nuclear Surety Inspection ...................... 118 days

Rodeo ................................................................. 311 days

On Thursday, Team McChord
Airmen from the 62nd and 446th
Airlift Wings assigned to Joint Task
Force Support Forces Antarctica
took off  from Christchurch, New
Zealand, and  landed at McMurdo
Station,  completing the first-ever
night vision goggle mission there.

“The successful completion of this
mission opens the door for us to pro-
vide support to the National Science
Foundation on a year-round basis,”
said Operation Deep Freeze
Commander Lt. Col. Jim McGann,
who is assigned to the 62nd
Operations Group. “McChord has
performed Deep Freeze missions for
more than 10 years and this mission
demonstrates our ability to provide
the NSF with critical logistical capa-
bility well into the future.”

The joint aircrew was extremely
pleased all the training and careful
planning that went into the historic
NVG mission, initially planned land-
ing in April, had finally paid off.

“For five months of the year the
Antarctic shelf is in complete dark-
ness,” said Operation Deep Freeze
Deputy Commander Lt. Col. Scott
Weichert, who is assigned to the
446th Operations Group. “You’re
talking about a half the year without
being able to assist our partners in
the National Science Foundation.
Now, that can all change.”

From August through February
each year, Airmen from McChord
deliver supplies to the National
Science Foundation in Antarctica.

This mission could result in the
capability to fly missions to that con-
tinent year-round.   

“I can’t tell you how proud I am
that Team McChord is part of this
historic event,” said Col. Jeffrey
Stephenson, 62nd Airlift Wing com-
mander.  “The successful completion
of this mission is a true testament to
the global reach capabilities of our
Airmen and the C-17.  Our team is
proud to help expand our support  to

the National Science Foundation
and U.S. Antarctic Program as they
continue their research in
Antarctica, and to help their people
when they are most in need.”

The U.S. military’s support to
Operation Deep Freeze began in
1955.  Through this program,
McChord Airmen provide airlift sup-
port in an extremely adverse envi-
ronment, sometimes landing the C-
17 on a six-foot thick ice runway to

deliver supplies to the NSF from
August through February each sea-
son.  

“There are a number of emotions
involved in the successful comple-
tion of this mission, but ultimately
our reservists will see this time as
the precursor to providing new
opportunities and the National
Science Foundation the U.S.
Antarctica program will reap the
rewards the changes this  will offer
them,” said Col. Lisa Tank, 446th
Airlift Wing vice commander. “There
were many herculean efforts that
made a positive impact on this Air
Force mission. We can and should
all be very proud of that.”

During the 2007-2008 season,
McChord C-17s flew 57 missions to
McMurdo Station, Antarctica, from
Christchurch carrying more than
3.1 million pounds of cargo and
more than 2,800 passengers. On the
return missions from the frozen sea
shelf of McMurdo, C-17 aircrews
flew more than 850,000 pounds of
cargo and 2,700 passengers back to
Christchurch. 

Colonel McGann explained that
the runway used at McMurdo was
much like landing on Puget Sound’s
Elliot Bay in Seattle — if Puget
Sound was frozen solid.  

“Despite the environment our air-
crews fly into, landing and off- and
on-loading people and cargo in tem-
peratures at times nearing minus 58
degrees F, we didn’t miss a beat,”
said Colonel McGann. “But we can
always find ways to do it better and
this mission provides a revolution in
Antarctic logistics that will pave the
way for a quantum leap in science
on the ice.”

McChord completes historic NVG landing
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Lt. Col. Scott Weichert, a C-17 evaluator pilot with the 313th Airlift Squadron at
McChord, looks out over the ice after the first-ever night vision-assisted landing on
Pegasus Ice Runway near McMurdo Station, Antarctica, Thursday.

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE,
Hawaii — Operation Deep Freeze,
the U.S. military’s support of the
U.S. Antarctic Program and the
National Science Foundation,
kicked off the 2008-2009 season
Sept. 4 as the first C-17
Globemaster III delivered passen-
gers and cargo to McMurdo Station,
Antarctica.

The C-17, based out of McChord,
flew multiple missions from
Christchurch International Airport,
New Zealand, to McMurdo Station
as part of Springfly Sept. 4-10.

Christchurch is the staging point
for deployment to McMurdo Station,
a key research and operations facil-
ity for the U.S. Antarctic Program.

Formerly known as Winfly,
Springfly is the ODF ramp up phase
to prepare buildings and equip-
ment, as well as pave the overland
traverse to the South Pole, in prepa-
ration for the arrival of the main
body of military and civilian person-
nel during the main season in
October. 

ODF involves operational and
logistic support of the National

Science Foundation’s scientific
research activities in Antarctica by
U.S. Air Force, Navy, Army and
Coast Guard forces.  This support is
provided by the Joint Task Force
Support Forces Antarctica head-
quartered here and led by Lt. Gen.
Loyd S. “Chip” Utterback, 13th Air
Force and JTF SFA commander.  

JTF-SFA coordinates strategic
intertheater airlift, tactical LC-130
deep field support, aeromedical
evacuation support, search and res-
cue response, sealift, seaport
access, bulk fuel supply, port cargo

handling, and transportation
requirements for ODF.  Active duty,
National Guard and Reserve per-
sonnel from the U.S. Air Force,
Navy, Army and Coast Guard work
together as part of the Joint Task
Force.

Antarctica is the coldest, windiest
and most inhospitable continent on
the globe. The U.S. military is
uniquely equipped and trained to
operate in such an austere environ-
ment and has provided support to
the U.S. Antarctic Program since
1955.

Operation Deep Freeze missions start in Antarctica

By
62nd Airlift Wing

Public Affairs
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FROM THE TOP

Professionals
of the week

62nd Aerial Port Squadron

As I prepare to retire after more
than 29 years of service to the Air
Force, I want to leave supervisors
with one last piece of advice … 

“No good decision was ever made
in a swivel chair.”

Now Gen. George Patton may have
expressed that sentiment more than
60 years ago, however, it reflects how
I was brought into the Air Force and

who I am today as a chief master
sergeant.

As I look back, I don’t think my
first supervisor, Staff Sgt. Henry
Pregnal III, ever sat down. He was
constantly by my side, mentoring me
about my attitude, professionalism
and customs and courtesies. He
taught me time management, how to
prioritize and every aspect of my job.
He set me up for success, and for
that I will forever be thankful. 

My commander and superinten-
dent at time, Lt. Col. Jerome Pauley
and Chief Master Sgt. Terry Firman,
also took this stance on leadership.

It wasn’t odd to see them in my work
center, checking up on the Airmen,
educating themselves on our
processes, working environment and
challenges. The colonel and I actually
arrived on station at the same time,
and he made a point to ensure we
in-processed together.   

These individuals started me on
the right path to supervision; they
will never fully know the impact they
had on me. To this day I still carry
their words and actions with me.   

Remember, those you supervise are
a reflection of your leadership.  I’ve
never met anyone who credits their

military success to someone who led
from behind a desk or through a com-
puter. Only your active commitment
to those you supervise and dedication
to setting the example will stand the
test of time and ensure the success of
those you’re charged with.  

As I look forward to retirement, I
leave my hope for peace, happiness
and every success in life with you all.
I am proud to have served by your
side and am forever grateful to the
supervisors, leaders, coworkers,
friends and family who made me the
Airman I am today.

Hooah! 

Why he’s super:
Sergeant Bastian continually receives

written and verbal laudatory comments
and inspection results on all programs
he is directly in charge of. The 62nd APS continually receives writ-
ten and verbal laudatory comments and inspection results on all
programs he is directly in charge of. He is also the squadron anti-
terrorism and force protection NCO, vice-president of the unit
booster club and squadron sports representative.  He spearheaded
the squadron’s involvement during Air Expo 2008, directly result-
ing in the unit booster club receiving more than $3,000 for future
morale events.  

Staff Sgt. Richard Bastian
Duty title:
Squadron safety, security and reserve
program manager

Duty section:
Combat readiness and resources

Hometown:
Williamsport, Penn.

Why he’s tops:
Sergeant Walker is responsible for the

62nd Aerial Port Squadron’s packing and
crating section. He manages the packag-
ing operation that handles on average 14,000 time-sensitive out-
bound government shipments during the course of a year. As the
NCOIC, he recognized a need to reorganize the section’s equipment
and supplies. Sergeant Walker implemented two Air Force Smart
Operations for the 21st Century lean initiatives that revamped the
packing and crating’s tool room and reclaimed 1,200 square feet in
reusable container storage area. 

Tech. Sgt. Deric Walker
Duty title:
Noncommissioned officer in charge of
packing and crating

Duty section:
Packing and crating

Hometown:
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Managing the various challenges and responsi-
bilities in life has often been compared to the
skilled art of juggling. Most of us began by learn-
ing to juggle school and extracurricular activities.
During our high school years, we discovered the
wonderful new world of dating and needed to
improve our juggling abilities. Many also added a
part-time job to their routine.

As we progress through our lives, our juggling
skills must continue to improve and adapt to

accommodate additional demands. Our educa-
tional commitments and our professional respon-
sibilities increase, our relationships become more
serious, and many of us start families. Military
members face the additional challenges of deploy-
ments, temporary duty assignments and perma-
nent change of stations. With all of these addi-
tional responsibilities, our balance becomes
increasingly difficult to maintain.

In order to be successful, we must ensure that
we prioritize accordingly and understand the com-
position of each “items” we are juggling. Some
items are very resilient and will survive a “drop”
or two.  Some items, however, are extremely frag-
ile and must be handled with care. The most deli-
cate is our families and relationships. I compare

these as glass balls, similar to Christmas orna-
ments. If you’ve ever dropped one, you know that
it will shatter into many, many pieces. Even if you
are lucky enough to find all of the pieces and are
able to put them all back together, it will never be
as strong and will have to be handled with much
more care than ever before. Additionally, if you
hold it up to the light, you will forever see all of
the fractures caused by a moment of neglect.  

I ask that we all take extra time as we
approach the holiday season to invest in and nur-
ture our relationships. As our responsibilities
increase, and our juggling routine becomes
increasingly challenging, we must pay special
attention to ensure that we keep our families and
relationships foremost in our crosscheck.  

Juggling challenges, responsibilities, can be difficult

Commentary

By
Lt. Col. James Shigekane

10th Airlift Squadron
commander

The Sharp Airman ...

Editor’s note: The Sharp Airman is a leadership tool designed to reinforce professionalism of all Airmen.

The Sharp Airman … wears blues correctly
• Men should center occupational badges half-inch above ribbons or the

pocket if not wearing ribbons.
• Women should center name tag on right side, even with 1-1/2 inches high-

er or lower than the first exposed button.
• Center occupational badge half-an-inch above the ribbons. When not wear-

ing ribbons, center badge parallel to the name tag.
• When wearing the pullover or cardigan, officers and senior noncommis-

sioned officers should wear shoulder boards. Enlisted Airmen (E-1 to E-6) should
wear metal rank five-eighths of an inch from the edge and centered on lapel.

• The lightweight blue jacket may be worn indoors or outdoors and must be
zipped at least halfway.

• Officer rank on flight caps should be 1-1/2 inches from the edge and bottom
of cap.

• A tie for men and a tie tab for women are mandatory when wearing a long-
sleeve blue shirt.

Stepping away from swivel chairs
By

Chief Master Sgt. Russell Kuck
62nd Airlift Wing 

command chief master sergeant



Airmen from the 7th Airlift
Squadron here returned Sept. 2
from a mission to New Orleans, La.,
to bring relief supplies and an
aeromedical evacuation crew to
assist officials during and after
Hurricane Gustav.

Pilot Captains Dave Morey, air-
craft commander, Ben Wood, Vic
Mota and loadmasters Senior
Airman Rika Smith and Senior
Airman Jeremy John, all 7th AS,
crewed the C-17 Globemaster III on
a flight carrying four humvees and

two generators to the Big Easy Aug.
30 to Sept. 2. 

The trip included a stop at Kelly
Air Force Base, Texas to pick up an
aeromedical evacuation crew, then
on to New Orleans where the aircraft
was met by members of the Air
National Guard.

“This mission displayed the dedi-
cation and service by the men and
women of team McChord to our fel-
low Americans in crisis,” said
Captain Morey. 

Once the aircraft was unloaded,
the crew flew to Little Rock, Ark. to
stand on alert as the hurricane
roared toward the coast.

“We sat on stand-by waiting for
the hurricane to hit,” Senior Airman
Smith said. “We didn’t unpack or go

very far from the hotel; we just
stayed close by until we got the call
to leave.”

The crew completed another task-
ing over the weekend to Kelly AFB
before returning to Little Rock with
Red Cross supplies, only to
encounter a portion of the storm on
the way in.

“It was pretty bad weather,”
Captain Morey said. “There was very
low visibility and high winds, but our
crews train for difficult conditions.”

The crew successfully and safely
landed in Little Rock that night for
the final leg of their mission.
Hurricane Gustav made landfall on
Monday, with less severity than city
officials were expecting.

“Everyone learned important

lessons from a few years ago.  With
the mayor of New Orleans calling
this, [Hurricane Gustav] the ‘mother
of all storms’ they prepared very
well,” said Captain Morey.  It was
downgraded to a category 2 once it
made landfall.”

Mission complete, the crew head-
ed back to McChord.

“This definitely wasn’t a routine
mission or series of flights,” said
Senior Airman Smith. “But we are
well-trained and ready and we com-
pleted this mission successfully and
safely.”

“Our crews stand ready at a
moment’s notice to go anywhere at
any time,” Captain Morey said. “I’m
proud to have commanded an excel-
lent crew on a successful mission.” 

7 AS returns from hurricane mission to New Orleans
AROUND MCCHORD

By
Airman 1st Class Kirsten Wicker

62nd Airlift Wing
Public Affairs

Fruitful choices
Carla Richards helps herself to a banana from a fruit basket Tuesday at the
fitness center. The Health and Wellness Center placed fruit baskets at sev-
eral locations on base this week as part of Air Force Fruit and Vegetable
Month to encourage people to add more fruits and vegetables to their
diet.Ph
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 Professionally managed by:
 INLAND US MANAGEMENT, LLC
 www.shoplakewoodtownecenter.com

 24 Hour Fitness
 AMC Lowes Theater
 Avenue
 Barnes and Noble
 Bed, Bath and Beyond
 Burlington Coat Factory

 Pier 1 Imports
 Rent-A-Center
 Ross
 Sprint PCS
 Target
 Wells Fargo Financial

 Catherine’s Plus Sizes
 Check Into Cash
 Davita Lakewood Dialysis
 Dollar Store
 Dress Barn
 EB Games

 Famous Footwear
 G.I. Joe’s
 Gen-X Clothing
 Gottschalks
 Great Clips

 La Palma Mexican Restaurant
 Marshalls
 Merino’s Tailoring
 Michaels
 Motherhood Maternity

 Office Depot
 Old Country Buffet
 Old Navy
 Panera Bread
 Petsmart

 5731 Main Street SW, Lakewood, Washington 98499



AROUND MCCHORD

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. — Air
Mobility Command’s 101 Critical Days of
Summer campaign was its most successful
one ever, with no fatalities among AMC
Airmen between the Memorial Day and Labor
Day holidays.

“I want to express my gratitude to every
member of AMC for making this year’s 101
Critical Days of Summer campaign our most
successful to date,” said AMC Commander
Gen. Arthur Lichte. “Due to ... strong leader-
ship, combined with everyone’s outstanding
efforts, Air Mobility Command was able to
meet the command goal of zero fatalities for
the very first time.” 

The campaign was themed “Be Your Own
Safety Manager” and supported a similar Air
Force-wide promotion which is conducted
annually. The campaign increases personal
awareness of safety risks and is aimed at
reducing the number of preventable mishaps

and deaths during June, July and August.
Personal responsibility, traffic safety

awareness and a “wingman” attitude were
cornerstones to the success of the 2008 cam-
paign, said General Lichte.

“This year’s success is a direct reflection of
each individual embracing their responsibility
to ‘Be Their Own Safety Manager,’ as well as a
reflection of our command’s strong wingman
culture,” he said.

The success of the campaign also produced
stellar results at McChord, as the 62nd Airlift
Wing saw the number of reportable injuries
drop by nearly half versus the 2007 cam-
paign.

The wing sustained 21 reportable injuries
in 2007, but only 12 in 2008, according to
Ken Heath, 62nd AW chief of safety. A
reportable injury is something that causes an
Airman to miss one or more workdays.

“The key is that none of the categories of
injuries that were reported stood out as being
a trend,” Mr. Heath said. “Our overall num-
bers are down and we attribute that to indi-
viduals taking responsibility for their actions.” 

(62nd Airlift Wing Public Affairs contributed
to this article.)

AMC avoids fatalities during 101 CDS campaign
By

Roger Drinnon
Air Mobility Command

Public Affairs
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Helping hand
Spouse Laurel Rogers helps Koine Parker color
a Moroccan at a crafts table for children
Monday at the Deployed Spouses Dinner. The
Mexican-themed event at the Chapel Support
Center drew nearly 200 people, served
Mexican cuisine and featured fiesta-style arts
and crafts for children. The next dinner is
scheduled for December.
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Visit us in the Main Base Exchange
253-588-9288

Eye Exams Available by

Dr. Erick Auyoung
Independent Doctor of Optometry

• TRICARE accepted. • Appointments are available. • Walk-ins are welcome.

Exchange Concessionaire

Optical Center
& Optometry Care

Optical Center
Located in the Exchange

*50% off 2nd pair must be of equal or lesser value and
must be for the same person as the first pair purchased.
Purchase of two complete pairs of eyeglasses required.
Cannot be combined with any other discount, coupon
or insurance plan. All eyeglasses require a current,
valid prescription. Offer expires 10/25/08. ©2008
National Vision, Inc.

Buy one, get one

O N A L L E Y E G L A S S E S *

Off21

 Rick Stevens, Agent
 (253) 584-7755

 OPEN:  Mon-Fri 9-6  Sat 10-2
 12930 Pacific Hwy SW

 Just off I-5 Exit 124 in Lakewood
 (only 4.2 miles from Ft. Lewis Main Gate)

 Get a better nights sleep now!
 Stop by Mattress Makers in Parkland

 Mattress Makers
 11122 Pacific Avenue • 253.531.8040

 Queen Sets Queen Sets

 $ 299 EA. $ 299 EA. $ 299 EA.

 N O  C REDIT  C HECK !
 (F INANCING  A VAILABLE )



AAROUNDROUND TTHEHE WWORLDORLD

AROUND THE AIR FORCE

McChord Airmen

SAUDI ARABIA — 1st Lt.
Rena Sandgren, 62nd
Force Support
Squadron, receives a
coin for her hard work
from Lt. Gen. Gary
North, 9th Air Force and
U.S. Air Forces Central
commander, during a
recent deployment.

KUWAIT — Tech. Sgt. Richard Putman, 62nd Security Forces
Squadron, conducts fly away security tactical training during a
recent deployment.C
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 SOLDIER-AIRMAN-SAILOR-MARINE & COAST GUARD

 Lakewood Ford Lakewood Ford
    Wants You!!    Wants You!! Wants You!!

 If you are interested in a new career in 
 automotive sales. We offer the most
         competitive salary, medical, and
         401K in the area.
             Training Provided – Leads Provided

 For your personal interview

 Call Vier Ortiz or John Kennelly
 Sales Manager

 (253) 474-0511

Chapman University is accredited by and is a member of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. 

McChord AFB 253-584-5448 • Fort Lewis 253-964-2509

SERVING THE UNIQUE NEEDS OF ADULT LEARNERS FOR OVER 50 YEARSSERVING THE UNIQUE NEEDS OF ADULT LEARNERS FOR OVER 50 YEARS

PROMOTION
EMOTION
The confidence that comes with success 

– starts with your education

CLASSES START OCTOBER 27
Undergraduate, graduate 
and certificate programs in:
Gerontology, Health Administration,
Human Resources, Organizational
Leadership, and Psychology. 

RSVP online at 
washington.chapman.edu
or by phone: 866-CHAPMAN.

Be sure to ask about our financial 
aid programs for adult learners.

Apply at an information meeting or meet with an
advisor and we’ll waive the $50 application fee.

Information Meetings

South Hill Library, 15420 Meridian East, Puyallup
Monday, September 15 – 5-7 p.m.
Lakewood City Hall, Lakewood Towne Center, Room 1E
Tuesday, September 16 – 5-7 p.m.
DuPont Library, 1540 Wilmington Dr., DuPont
Wednesday, September 17 – 4-6 p.m.
University Place City Hall, 3715 Bridgeport Way West, 
Suite D3
Thursday, September 18 – 5-7 p.m.
Fort Lewis Campus*, Stone Education Center, 
6242 Colorado Ave
Friday, September 19 – 12-3 p.m.
McChord Campus*, 851 Lincoln Blvd., Room 323
Saturday, September 20 – 10-1 p.m.

*Base clearance required for military locations. 
Please call to arrange.



Thanks to a little help from Gen.
Arthur Lichte, Air Mobility
Command commander, the 62nd
Force Support Squadron’s lodging
section is moving forward on
improvements that will better pre-
pare the base for visitor accommo-
dations during Rodeo 2009.

The section was recently granted
nearly $2.6 million from AMC to
begin renovation of 100 rooms in

Buildings 1149 and 1150, said
Master Sgt. Brent Kerns, 62nd FSS
lodging section chief.

The renovations will turn the for-
mer dormitories into lodging rooms
to accommodate international team
members during Rodeo.

“There was a very quick turn-
around on the request for funds,”
Sergeant Kerns said. “We didn’t
think we’d get it that fast. Our goal
is to get the rooms back on line for
Rodeo.”

A contractor for the project was
recently selected and work will start
next month, said Johnnie Bennett,

general lodging manager with the
62nd FSS.

The section has vacated 107 lodg-
ing rooms in Buildings 595, 596 and
597 because the buildings are not
up to current lodging standards, Mr.
Bennett said.

Initially, the section was going to
lose nearly 1/3 of its lodging capabil-
ities, but that won’t be the case now
thanks to the money from AMC.

Renovations to the rooms in
Buildings 1149 and 1150 include
modifying the dormitory-style suites
so guests don’t have to walk
through a shared bathroom to gain

access to their lounge. Roughly half
of the rooms in the new buildings
will be suites, Mr. Bennett said.

“It’s a much better arrangement
for everyone,” he added. “We’re pret-
ty excited about it.”

The new additions will not only
help the section avoid sending inter-
national guests to hotels off base, but
also keep more of the guests staying
on base closer to the main lodging
building, Sergeant Kerns said.

The lodging section also recently
completed a $700,000 project in
Buildings 1147 and 1148, installing
new carpet and furniture.

Work set to begin on lodging for Rodeo 2009
AIR FORCE NEWS

By
Tyler Hemstreet

Staff writer

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Defense Secretary
Robert Gates has cancelled the competition for
the $35 billion Air Force tanker contract. 

Secretary Gates told the House Armed
Services Committee Sept. 10 that he decided the
contract cannot be awarded by January, and
that rather than award a contract that will be
contested, the better idea is to let the next
administration make its decision. 

“It has now become clear that the solicitation
and award process cannot be accomplished by
January,” he said. “Thus, I believe that rather
than hand the next administration an incomplete
and possibly contested process, we should clean-
ly defer this procurement to the next team.” 

Air Force officials had awarded the contract for
what’s known as the KC-X to the Northrop-
Grumman/EADS/Airbus consortium, which
prompted a protest from rival bidder Boeing.
Inspectors in the General Accountability Office
found irregularities in the awarding of the con-
tract, Secretary Gates re-opened the bidding
process on July 9. 

Secretary Gates told the representatives that
the department has been trying for seven years
to find the proper way to replace the current fleet
of KC-135 Stratotankers. During that time, the

process has become most complex and emotion-
al, Secretary Gates said, partly because of
Defense Department mistakes. 

“It is my judgment that in the time remaining
to us, we cannot complete a competition that will
be viewed as fair and competitive in this highly-
charged environment,” the secretary said. “I
believe the resulting cooling-off period will allow
the next administration to view objectively the

military requirements and craft a new acquisition
strategy for the KC-X as it sees fit.” 

Secretary Gates said he’s been assured that
the current KC-135 fleet can be adequately
maintained to satisfy Air Force missions for the
near future, sufficient funds will be recommend-
ed in the fiscal 2009 and follow-on budgets to
maintain the KC-135 at high mission-capable
rates. 

Secretary Gates cancels air-refueling solicitation
By

Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service
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A KC-135 Stratotanker assigned to the 376th Air Expeditionary Wing touches down at Manas Air Base, Kyrgyz
Republic, following a refueling mission in support of operations in Afghanistan. Defense Secretary Robert Gates has
cancelled the competition for the $35 billion Air Force tanker contract. He’s been assured that the current KC-135
fleet can be adequately maintained to satisfy Air Force missions for the near future.
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Rev up 
your income.

You will be employed and paid by a staffing agency while on temporary assignment to FedEx 
Ground or FedEx Home Delivery. It’s extra cash and a chance to work with an industry leader. 
You will be supplied with a truck and everything you need to pick up and deliver our customer’s 
packages.

TEMPORARY DRIVERS
Qualifications:
• 21 years old or older • Clean driving record
• Customer Service skills • Drug screen, background checks and physical required
• No equipment necessary • 6 months driving/delivery experience recommended

Inquire in person, MON-SAT, 9am-3pm:
FedEx Ground / FedEx Home Delivery
3775 Pioneer Ave • Dupont, WA 98327

I-5 So., exit #119, turn right, turn left on Wharf Rd.

Visit fedex.com
FedEx is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer (M/F/D/V), 
committed to diversifying its workforce.

Ready to earn a master’s?

Master of Science in International Relations

CLASSES FORMING NOW

Apply today.

A future of opportunities. 

What you can expect:

 
 

 

David Stone Education Center
Ft. Lewis, WA



AIR FORCE NEWS

IN THESE GARDENS ARE RECORDED
THE NAMES OF AMERICANS

WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES
IN THE SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY

AND WHOSE EARTHLY 
RESTING PLACE

IS KNOWN ONLY TO GOD.

— NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY 
OF THE PACIFIC

DO YOU
HAVE A
STORY
IDEA?
Spread the

news in The
NW Airlifter!

Call Public Affairs at
982-5734 or 
e-mail us at

northwestairlifter@
mcchord.af.mil
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 Ragtime Piano Service Ragtime Piano Service
 George D. Mounce III

 (retired military)
 Piano Technician

 Tuning and Repair

 Reconditioning and Cleaning

 Regulating and Estimates

 Phone: 253-278-9337 Phone: 253-278-9337
 E-mail: ragtimepianoservice @ gmail.com

 Piano Technicians Guild
 Associate Member

 $avings up to  40%



Command Chief Master Sgt.
Russell Kuck

Team McChord bids a fond farewell to Command Chief
Master Sgt. Russell Kuck as he retires. 

On these pages are photos highlighting his remarkable
time here.

A Farewell



LARAMIE, Wyo. (AFPN) — A 74-
yard end-around by U.S. Air Force
Academy wide receiver Kyle
Halderman broke a defensive
slugfest and gave the Falcons the
game-deciding play against
Wyoming Saturday in Laramie. 

But by calling the end-around,
Air Force coach Troy Calhoun found
a way to find one touchdown. From
the Falcons’ 25-yard line, quarter-
back Shea Smith gave the ball to
Halderman, who picked up just
enough key blocks to get around
the outside. Emerging from traffic,
the wide receiver dashed for day-
light down the left sideline in what
would be the game’s longest play.

“I thought for sure Halderman’s
run would get into the end zone. On
a play like that you have to make

sure you don’t hit a triple and then
squeeze in a run, you want to be
able to get a score on that play,”
Coach Calhoun said. 

Wyoming safety Chris Prosinski
took just enough of an angle to
tackle Halderman at the 1-yard
line. 

Two plays later, quarterback
Shea Smith dove into the end zone
to score the game’s first touchdown.
Kicker Ryan Harrison added the
extra point, giving the Falcons a
comfortable 13-3 lead with four
minutes left in the third quarter. 

With a 13-point lead, the Falcons
kept the ball on the ground with a
double tight-end formation to grind
out the clock and wear down the
Wyoming defenders. Well into the
fourth quarter, the Falcons’ ball-
control offense kept piling on the
yards, until fullback Todd Newell
dove over the pile for a one-yard
touchdown. It would be more than
enough as Air Force notched a 23-3
win, lifting the Falcons to 2-0 on
the season.

The three points allowed by Air
Force is the team’s best-ever defen-
sive effort in a Mountain West
Conference game, in the 10 years
that the conference has been in
existence. 

“Anytime you win on the road it’s
a big win,” Coach Calhoun said.
“But when you beat a team that has
a tough defense and a good offen-
sive line, then it becomes a little
bigger.” 

Coach Calhoun was quick to
credit the win to his defense, which
has only allowed opponents to score
10 total points this season. But he
will be expecting more from his
defenders as the season progresses. 

That defense was led by senior
defensive end Jake Paulson, who
recorded two solo tackles, one
assist, one tackle for loss, one
forced fumble and his third quarter-
back third sack of the season. 

On the other side of the ball, the
Falcons offense ground 261 yards
on 63 rushing attempts, and con-
trolled the clock for more than 37

minutes. 
The Falcons next play at Houston

Saturday. Kickoff is set for 2:30
p.m., Central Standard Time.

U.S. Air Force Academy wide receiver
Kyle Halderman races down the sideline
for a 74-yard gain, which set up the
Falcons’ first touchdown of the game
Saturday in Laramie, Wyo. Halderman
finished with three rushes for 85 yards in
the Falcons’ 23-3 win over Wyoming.
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Falcons defense stifles Wyoming, 23-3
SPORTS

By
John Van Winkle

U.S. Air Force Academy
Public Affairs
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 PARKLAND CHEVROLET

PARKLAND CHEVROLET
 T H E  W O R L D ’ S  G R E AT E S T  D E A L E R S H I P

 1-800-291-086 9  local call 1-800-291-086 9  local call 1-800-291-086 9  local call
 Photos are for illustration purposes only. All prices plus tax and license, $50 DOC fees paid at sig ning. Payment rounded to nearest dollar. Ad 
 expires the following Monday at close after publication date. Vehicles subject to prior sale. VIN #’ s posted at dealer. This offer does not apply 

 on special discount vehicles and cannot be used with any other offer. 

 P ARKLAND  C HEVROLET   IS  L IQUIDATING  
 ALL P REOWNED  V EHICLES !

 Choose from 130 Vehicles! They Won’t Last! 
 Thursday Sept 11 thru Monday Sept 15

 1-800-291-0869
 P4214 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET  TAHOE 4DR WGN
 B4240 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET  SILVERADO REGULAR
 70847A . . . . . . . . . 04 CHEVROLET TAHOE 4X4 LT
 P3993B . . . . . . . . . 04 CHEVROLET C/K1500 2DR P/U
 71226A . . . . . . . . . 04 CHEVROLET  TRACKER 4DR UTILITY
 B4288 . . . . . . . . . . . 06 BUICK LACROSSE 4DR SDN
 80455A . . . . . . . . . 01 DODGE RAM P/U 1500 QUAD CAB
 70951B . . . . . . . . . 02 MAZDA MILLENIA 4DR SDN
 80297A . . . . . . . . . 07 ACURA RDX 4DR WGN
 B4301 . . . . . . . . . . . 05 FORD EXPLORER SPORT UTILITY
 B4302 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 BUICK LUCERNE 4DR SDN
 B4309 . . . . . . . . . . . 06 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB
 B4334 . . . . . . . . . . . 03 GMC YUKON GMC
 80516A . . . . . . . . . 04 FORD F150 4DR SUPER
 B4336 . . . . . . . . . . . 06 CADILLAC DTS 4DR SDN
 P4259B . . . . . . . . . 06 FORD MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE
 80060B . . . . . . . . . 02 FORD EXPEDITION 4DR UTILITY
 P4341 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET UPLANDER 4DR VAN
 U3888AAB . . . . 89 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN 2500 4DR UTILITY
 B4346 . . . . . . . . . . . 05 CHEVROLET TAHOE UTILITY
 P4348 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 4DR SDN
 P4352 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 CHEVROLET COLORADO UTILITY
 70777A . . . . . . . . . 02 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 EXt.
 B4385 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET K1500 4DR CREW
 P4389 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 CHEVROLET TAHOE 4DR WGN
 P4390 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 BUICK LUCERNE 4DR SDN
 80192A . . . . . . . . . 00 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 4DR EXT.
 80706A . . . . . . . . . 04 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN 2500 UTILITY
 U4019 . . . . . . . . . . . 06 CHEVROLET HHR 4DR UTILITY
 B4387A . . . . . . . . . 06 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 EXT.
 B4404 . . . . . . . . . . . 03 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 4DR EXT.
 P4405 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET UPLANDER 1SZ UPLANDER
 P4408 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 CHEVROLET TRAIL BLAZER 4DR WGN
 P4409 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 GMC YUKON SLT 
 80636B . . . . . . . . . 00 CHEVROLET  TAHOE 4DR
 P4413 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET UPLANDER 4DR VAN
 C0075 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET C4500 FLAT BED
 P4421 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 CADILLAC SRX 4DR UTILITY
 80724B . . . . . . . . . 02 AUDI TT 2DR CPE
 80738A . . . . . . . . . 04 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 2500 EXT. CAB
 P4424 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 NISSAN ROGUE 4DR
 80042B . . . . . . . . . 01 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 4DR VAN
 P4430 . . . . . . . . . . . 06 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 EXT.
 P4432 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 NISSAN MAXIMA 4DR SDN
 80327A . . . . . . . . . 01 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN 1500 4DR UTILITY

 P4431A . . . . . . . . . 05 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE 2DR HATCHBACK
 80552C . . . . . . . . . 05 FORD F150 4DR SUPER
 80596A . . . . . . . . . 04 FORD EXPLORER UTILITY
 B4439 . . . . . . . . . . . 06 FORD MUSTANG GT
 B4440 . . . . . . . . . . . 06 FORD RANGER 4X4
 B4441 . . . . . . . . . . . 05 GMC YUKON 4DR UTILITY
 B4442 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 PONTIAC G6 2DR CONVERTIBLE
 B4443 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 TOYOTA RAV-4
 P4391A . . . . . . . . . 95 PLYMOUTH GRAND VOYAGER 2DR EXT.
 P4450 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER 4DR WGN
 80612A . . . . . . . . . 03 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 4DR UTILITY
 P4447A . . . . . . . . . 05 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 4DR SDN
 B4455 . . . . . . . . . . . 04 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 2DR P/U
 P4446B . . . . . . . . . 01 CHEVROLET TAHOE 4DR UTILITY
 80412A . . . . . . . . . 03 FORD F350 CREW
 80808A . . . . . . . . . 03 PONTIAC AZTEK 4DR UTILITY
 B4407A . . . . . . . . . 04 FORD EXPEDITION 4DR UTILITY
 80685C . . . . . . . . . 93 FORD F150 2DR STANDARD
 P4460 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 DODGE DAKOTA 4DR CLUB CAB
 80714A . . . . . . . . . 03 CHEVROLET  ASTRO 3DR P/U
 B4464 . . . . . . . . . . . 05 CHEVROLET IMPALA 4DR SDN
 80799B . . . . . . . . . 99 FORD WINDSTAR 2DR WGN
 P4467 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET P/U EXT.
 B4325A . . . . . . . . . 97 CHEVROLET TAHOE 4DR UTILITY
 80584A . . . . . . . . . 01 FORD F150 SUPER CREW
 B4477 . . . . . . . . . . . 03 CHRYSLER CONCORDE 4DR SDN
 B4480 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 DODGE RAM P/U 1500 4DR WGN
 B4483 . . . . . . . . . . . 05 CHEVROLET  TRAILBLAZER 4DR UTILITY
 B4484 . . . . . . . . . . . 04 GMC ENVOY
 B4486 . . . . . . . . . . . 04 BUICK RAINIER 4DR UTILITY
 B4487 . . . . . . . . . . . 04 FORD EXPEDITION 4DR UTILITY
 80304A . . . . . . . . . 04 CHEVROLET TAHOE WGN
 80844A . . . . . . . . . 00 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 4DR VAN
 80718AA . . . . . . 04 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN 1500 WGN
 80765B . . . . . . . . . 90 GMC SUBURBAN 1500 4DR UTILITY
 B4490 . . . . . . . . . . . 05 GMC SIERRA GMC SLE Z-71
 P4491A . . . . . . . . . 01 CHEVROLET IMPALA 4DR SDN
 80069A . . . . . . . . . 05 PONTIAC BONNEVILLE 4DR SDN
 80792A . . . . . . . . . 04 FORD F150 4DR CREW
 80805A . . . . . . . . . 02 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 EXT.
 80373A . . . . . . . . . 04 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 4DR SDN
 80871B . . . . . . . . . 99 PONTIAC MONTANA 2DR EXT.
 80909A . . . . . . . . . 99 CHEVROLET  TAHOE 2DR UTILITY
 B4506 . . . . . . . . . . . 04 CHEVROLET MONTE CARLO 2DR CPE
 80911A . . . . . . . . . 03 NISSAN XTERRA 4DR
 P4434B . . . . . . . . . 06 KIA SORENTO MINIVAN

 80252B . . . . . . . . . 94 SATURN SL 4DR SDN
 P4517 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET MONTE CARLO LS 2DR CPE
 80917A . . . . . . . . . 02 CHEVROLET IMPALA 4DR SDN
 80734B . . . . . . . . . 05 CHEVROLET COLORADO 4DR CREW
 B4521 . . . . . . . . . . . 04 GMC ENVOY
 P4520A . . . . . . . . . 77 FORD F350 CREW CAB 4X4
 80929A . . . . . . . . . 97 TOYOTA LAND CRUISER 4DR UTILITY
 B4522 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 4DR SDN
 B4523 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 4DR SDN
 80928A . . . . . . . . . 01 FORD TAURUS 4DR SDN
 P4501B . . . . . . . . . 86 CHEVROLET S10 BLAZER 2DR UTILITY
 80322A . . . . . . . . . 03 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 4DR EXT.
 U4144 . . . . . . . . . . . 06 CHEVROLET COBALT 4DR SDN
 B4526 . . . . . . . . . . . 02 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 EXT.
 80778B . . . . . . . . . 05 FORD F150 CREW CAB 4X4
 P4512A . . . . . . . . . 99 GMC YUKON 4DR UTILITY
 P4418A . . . . . . . . . 01 CHEVROLET S10  CREW CAB 4DR UTILITY
 B4530 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET SILVERADO CREW
 900002A . . . . . . . 07 TOYOTA TACOMA2 DR CAB
 B4533 . . . . . . . . . . . 05 KIA SEDONA 4DR WGN
 B4534 . . . . . . . . . . . 06 CHEVROLET AVALANCHE UTILITY
 P4532 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 CHEVROLET HHR LS WGN
 71195B . . . . . . . . . 97 MAZDA PROTEGE 4DR SDN
 80949A . . . . . . . . . 97 CHEVROLET C/K3500 2DR STANDARD
 90071A . . . . . . . . . 04 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER 4DR UTILITY
 P4527B . . . . . . . . . 03 HONDA CRV 4DR
 80447A . . . . . . . . . 03 GMC YUKON 4DR UTILITY
 B4535 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET HHR 4DR WGN
 B4536 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 SATURN AURA 4DR SDN
 B4537 . . . . . . . . . . . 07KIASPECTRA4DR SDN
 P4538 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 CHEVROLET IMPALA 4DR SDN
 P4539 . . . . . . . . . . . 05 CHEVROLET T R. BLAZER LT SPORT UTILITY
 80569C . . . . . . . . . 95 DODGE NEON 4DR SDN
 B4543 . . . . . . . . . . . 07 MAZDA 64DR SDN
 P4540 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 CHEVROLET K1500 4DR P/U
 P4541 . . . . . . . . . . . 08 VOLKSWAGEN RABBIT 4DR HATCHBACK
 80016A . . . . . . . . . 07 CHEVROLET SILVERADO CLASS CREW
 P4511A . . . . . . . . . 02 CHRYSLER SEBRING 2DR CPE
 P4519A . . . . . . . . . 03 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 EXT.
 B4544 . . . . . . . . . . . 02 GMC YUKON4 DR UTILITY
 80190A . . . . . . . . . 03 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 4DR SDN
 B4548 . . . . . . . . . . . 05 MITSUBISHI GALANT 4DR SDN
 80305A . . . . . . . . . 05 CHEVROLET TAHOE UTILITY
 80969A . . . . . . . . . 93 CHEVROLET S10 P/UP 2DR EXT.
 90044B . . . . . . . . . 00 DODGE DAKOTA EXT CAB  We The People  Law Office ,    P.S.

 NEED A WILL?
 Last Will and Testament $129.

 NEED A DIVORCE?
 Divorce - Uncontested from $249.

 NEED A BANKRUPTCY?
  Bankruptcy - Chapter 7 from $595.

 WANT AN ADOPTION?
 Stepparent Adoption $499.

 6109 93 RD  St. SW, Lakewood

 NEED A GREEN CARD?

 OPEN MON.–SAT.

  A For-Profit Washington Corp.
 All Prices, Except Bankruptcy Service, Subject to 8.5% Surcharge.

 We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under bankruptcy code.

 800 .451.3846

 U.S. Visa $250.   Green Card $1400.

 ERNEST B. CHAPPEL
 Attorney at Law

 253 .588.8811

 New Patients 
 & Emergencies 

 Welcome

 Family 
 Dentistry

 David L. Mugleston, DMD
 Sonia P. Hutchinson DMD

 2302 So. Union Ave Suite A-2
 Tacoma

 253.752.5933

 Conveniently Located 15 
 Minutes North of Post 

 off Hwy 16
 across the street from 
 Target Shopping Center

 All Services Provided
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 Family Dentistry

 The Green Pepper The Green Pepper
 Art Co. Art Co.

 Artisan Jewelry & Handknits
 Online Boutique

 www.GreenPepperArt.com www.GreenPepperArt.com



FEATURE

ALI BASE, Iraq (AFPN)  —
Airmen gathered around the base
flag pole just before 7 a.m. line up
in formation and wait to hear the
command, “Sound Reveille!” 

Those two words are Airman 1st
Class Caitlin Davies’ cue to begin
playing her solo. 

Airman Davies, a 407th
Expeditionary Communications
Squadron Operations Flight net-
work integration technician here,
may be the only bugler deployed to
Iraq, said Master Sgt. Abdullah
Mustapha, NCO in charge of the Ali
Base honor guard. 

“We are really proud that she
stepped up to do this,” Sergeant
Mustapha said. “It brings us back
to a time when there were no
recordings, and it adds a nice
touch to the ceremonies here.” 

Sergeant Mustapha recently
learned that Airman Davies could
play the bugle while the two were
cleaning out the honor guard stor-
age closet. 

“She grabbed the bugle and
started playing,” he said. 

Airman Davies has 13 years of
musical experience. She said she’s
honored to provide live music dur-
ing ceremonies here. 

“It means a lot to provide a
familiar tradition to service mem-

bers during a time of war,” said
Airman Davies, who is deployed
from Tinker Air Force Base, Okla.
“The bugler position is a hard one
to fill because qualified musicians
aren’t always in abundance, so, I’m
glad to fill (the position) while I
can.” 

Having a bugler actually play
Reveille gives the ceremony more
impact than recorded music, said
Sergeant Mustapha, who is
deployed from Eielson AFB, Alaska. 

“It just gives our ceremonies a
more organic and original touch,”
he said. “It helps us reflect on our
history and the history of the
armed forces.” 

“The goal of music is to move the
spirit in whatever style the music
calls for,” said Airman Davies.
“Would you rather see the Grand
Canyon for yourself or view a pho-
tograph in National Geographic? We
want to see things in person for
ourselves.  The overall effect is
more engaging.” 

Airman Davies said she practices
five days a week for 15 minutes
and for two hours during honor
guard practices. 

“She has a great attitude and ini-
tiative,” said Sergeant Mustapha.
“She embodies everything that an
honor guard member is supposed
to be.” 

Airman Davies’ forte is the
French horn. She had not played
the bugle before deploying nearly
four months ago. 

“Solo bugling is very new to me,”

she said. “I was rusty the first time
because it had been a while since I
had performed a solo. French hor-
nists almost always play harmony;
not all are in the limelight providing

melody.” 
Airman Davies gathers her emo-

tions to express them in music,
puts the shiny instrument to her
lips and proceeds to sound Reveille.

AEF Airman adds impact to ceremonies 

A deployed Airman salutes the American flag posted at half-mast in Southwest Asia in
observance of Patriot Day, Sept. 11. The base flag shown here flew at half mast the entire
day honoring victims of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in New York, the Pentagon
and Pennsylvania.
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By
Tech. Sgt. Francesca Popp

407th Air Expeditionary Group
Public Affairs
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FREE
AIR CHECK!

PROPER INFLATION SAVES GAS!

OFFER VALID FROM 9/15 TO 10/31/08. MAIL-IN REBATE OFFER. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. 

WHEN YOU PURCHASE ANY 4 TIRE & WHEEL 
PACKAGE WITH YOUR CarCareONE CARD.

$

100SAVE

PICK YOUR PACKAGE!

STATE OR LOCAL TAXES AND, WHERE REQUIRED OR CHARGED, STATE ENVIRONMENTAL OR DISPOSAL FEES ARE EXTRA.

appointment at your nearest Discount Tire store.
Go to to shop and make andiscounttire.com

AUBURN 901 Supermall Way .................................(253) 833-3956
BELLEVUE 12950 Bel-Red Rd.  ..............................(425) 455-2755
BELLINGHAM 918 Lakeway Dr..............................(360) 647-0583
BOTHELL/THRASHER’S CORNER 
  20914 Bothell-Everett Hwy......................................(425) 486-4089
BREMERTON 5034 State Hwy 303 NE ..................(360) 479-6852
BURLINGTON 2054 S. Burlington .........................(360) 757-7079
EVERETT 8125 Evergreen Way ..............................(425) 355-2455
FEDERAL WAY 31414 Pac Hwy S .........................(253) 946-0877
KIRKLAND 12410 NE 124th St. ..............................(425) 823-3759
LACEY 5490 East Martin Way .................................(360) 459-1134
LYNNWOOD 19414 44th Ave. W ............................(425) 672-0807

LYNNWOOD/MUKILTEO 13722 Highway 99 ......(425) 743-1060
MARYSVILLE  2721 171st Place NE .....................(360) 652-3198
PUYALLUP 12410 Meridian East ...........................(253) 435-7713
RENTON/HIGHLANDS 3123 NE 4th .....................(425) 226-6706
RENTON VILLAGE 361 S. Grady Way .................(425) 228-1173
SEATTLE/BURIEN 14328 First Ave. S .................(206) 248-3832
SEATTLE/NORTHGATE  810 NE Northgate Way .(206) 365-1614
SHORELINE  19905 Aurora Ave. N ........................(206) 542-3504
SPOKANE 9519 E. Sprague Ave. ...........................(509) 927-8210
SPOKANE 8210 N. Division St................................(509) 466-8773
TACOMA 1029 N. Pearl St. ......................................(253) 759-8899
TACOMA/LAKEWOOD 2214 84th St. S ................(253) 582-1814

WE CAN SERVICE YOUR CAR’S TIRE PRESSURE MONITORING SYSTEM. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.
WARNING LIGHT? COME SEE US RIGHT AWAY!

$

39EA

TOURING

P175/65R-14

$

45
PERFORMANCE

EA

$

78
TRUCK/SUV

EA

$

29EA

TIRES 
FROM

10%
Military Discount!
Promo code: 86973

 • FREEDOM CUP • • FREEDOM CUP • • FREEDOM CUP •
 Every 9 th  Cup is  Every 9 th  Cup is  Every 9 th  Cup is 

 FREE! FREE! FREE! 3711 S. Tacoma Way
 (253) 475-6777

 YOUR NEXT SET OF NEW
  TIRES AND/OR WHEELS.

 SAVE 10% SAVE 10% SAVE 10%
 OFF OFF

 Fern Hill 
 United Methodist Church

 501 South 84th St.
  Tacoma, WA 

 (253) 474-4040

 Pastor James Hewson
 Sunday Services 9:30am

 Office Hours:Thurs 9:30am-1:30pm

 Monday thru Thursday
 Saturdays & Evenings

 By Appointment

 Complimentary Nitrous Oxide
 Visa Mastercard

rrs TM

 FAMILY DENTISTRY
 J. Mark Burnett D.D.S.

 Military Dental Plan Accepted
 253-565-1181

 2603 Bridgeport Way West, Suite I

 “Serving the community for over 20 years”

 Your Comfort Is As Important As Quality Dentistry



JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq
(AFPN)  — Airmen employed a
guided bomb unit-54 laser joint
directed attack munition Aug. 12
against a moving enemy vehicle in
the Diyala province to support a
combined Iraqi army and U.S.
Marine operation. 

The GBU-54 is the Air Force’s
newest 500-pound precision
weapon, equipped with a special
targeting system that uses a com-
bination of Global Positioning
System and laser guidance to
accurately engage and destroy
moving targets. 

F-16 Fighting Falcons from the
77th Expeditionary Fighter
Squadron deployed the munitions.  

“This employment first repre-
sents a great step in our Air
Force’s ability to deliver precise
effects across the spectrum of
combat,” said Lt. Gen. Gary L.
North, the U.S. Air Forces Central
commander and U.S. Central
Commands Combined Force Air
Component commander. “The first
combat employment of this
weapon is the validation of the
exacting hard work of an entire
team of professionals who devel-
oped, tested and fielded this
weapon on an extremely short
timeline, based on an urgent needs
request we established in the com-
bat zone.” 

Identified as an urgent opera-
tional need in early 2007, the Air
Force completed the GBU-54’s
development and testing cycle in
less than 17 months, fielding it
aboard 332nd Air Expeditionary
Wing aircraft in May. 

“We have consistently used pre-
cision-guided weapons to engage
stationary threats with superb
combat effects,” said Brig. Gen.
Brian T. Bishop, the 332nd AEW
commander. “This weapon allows
our combat pilots to engage a
broad range of moving targets with
dramatically increased capabilities

and it increases our ability to
strike the enemy throughout a
much, much broader engagement
envelope.” 

Teamwork in all aspects from
development to the actual weapon
employment was crucial. 

“Teamwork was the name of the
game to accomplish this,” General
North said. “From the experts in
our Air Force Materiel Command

who shaped our requirements,
then developed, tested and fielded
the weapon, to our aircraft main-
tainers, our munitions Airmen,
and weapons loaders ... and every-
one in between ... they made the
operational employment of this
weapon possible. 

“At end game, on Aug. 12, the
team of the joint terminal attack
controller, alongside his ground

unit commander in this event,
ensured all criteria were met for
the first combat delivery of the
(laser joint directed attack muni-
tion). And finally, our F-16 pilot
accurately and precisely delivered
and guided the weapon to desired
weapons effects, the disabling and
destruction of an enemy vehicle
and personnel,” General North
said.

Staff Sgts. Michael Jackson and Anthony Bagen align a 500-pound guided bomb unit-54 laser joint direct attack munition before
connecting it to an F-16 Fighting Falcon Aug. 14 at Joint Base Balad, Iraq. Two F-16 pilots with the 77th Expeditionary Fighter
Squadron here employed a GBU-54 Aug. 12 against a moving enemy vehicle in the Diyala province to support a combined Iraqi
army and U.S. Marine operation. Sergeant Bagen, a weapons load crew chief with the 77th EFS, is originally from Tampa, Fla.
Sergeant Jackson, a weapons load crewmember with the 77th EFS, is originally from Union Springs, Ala. Both are deployed here
from Shaw Air Force Base, S.C.

Airmen employ laser joint direct attack munition in Iraq

Ph
o

to
 b

y 
Te

ch
. S

g
t. 

Er
ik

 G
u

d
m

u
n

d
so

n

FEATURE
Spotlight story

12 THE NORTHWEST AIRLIFTER • SEPTEMBER 12, 2008

1ATM fee rebates for withdrawals made at PLUS® System ATMs; up to $10 per monthly statement cycle with e-Checking,
Flagship and Campus Checking accounts. 2Overdraft protection is a credit product and subject to credit approval.
This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
Copyright © 2008 Navy Federal NFCU 10899 (9-08)

• Over 40,000 FREE ATMs

• Over 150 branches worldwide

• FREE 24/7 telephone and online account access

• FREEWeb Bill Pay

• ATM fee rebates1 and overdraft protection2

McChord AFB Branch
Located in Lakewood Towne Center

6030 Main Street

navyfederal.org

Serving Army and Air Force active duty, retired, reserve,
National Guard, DoD civilians and their families.

Coming to Serve
McChord AFB
& Fort Lewis
29 September

 Doctors John Ludu, R Sharma & Associates

 253-964-7000
 Exit 118 next to Super Buffet

 975 Ross Ave - DuPont

 N OW  A CCEPTING  N EW  P ATIENTS
 & E MERGENCIES

 Dupont Family Dentistry Dupont Family Dentistry Dupont Family Dentistry

 Call About Our New Patient 
 & Teeth Whitening Specials

 • Hip Urban Thrift Shop
    for young professionals 

 + college students
 15%
 OFF

 PURCHAS E
 mention or 
 clip out ad

 Expires 
 9/30/08

 1003 Pacific Ave N
 Downtown Tacoma

 M-F 10:00–5:00   Sat. 11:00–4:00

   253.383.9269

 Spring & Summer Specials

 6831 So. Tacoma Way  471-0275
 13922 Canyon Rd. E.  536-1196

 WASHINGTON USED
 TIRE &     WHEEL

 BUY–SELL–TRADE

 NEW & USED TIRES AND 
 WHEELS CREDIT CARDS 

 ACCEPTED

 WHEN YOU “RETIRE” SEE US!!
 OPEN  SUNDAYS at Canyon Rd. E.

rrs TM



BRIEFS

Rape Aggression Defense course
A free RAD course will be taught here throughout

the month of October. 
The classes are from 1p.m. to 4 p.m. each

Tuesday of the month and the course is open to
women ages 16 and older. Participants learn risk
reduction tips and physical defense strategies
taught by certified instructors in this national and
internationally accredited course. Prior self defense
experience is not required. Call 982-0457 for regis-
tration.

Area Defense Counsel appointments
The ADC is asking customers to call and sched-

ule an appointment instead of entering on a walk-
in basis. 

This will not only help the ADC, but also help
clients see an ADC as soon as possible. For an
appointment, call 982-2240.

Retiree appreciation day
Retiree Appreciation Day is 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sept.

20 at the McChord Clubs and Community Center.
For more information, call 982-3214.

CAC security concerns
Recently there was an issue reported concerning

the scanning of an active duty members’ Common
Access Card to receive military discounts. Officials
are reminding Airmen to not allow any person in an
unofficial government capacity (i.e. commercial
businesses, hotel or motel, bank, etc.) to take con-
trol of, scan, swipe or photocopy your CAC cards. 

2008 Air Force Ball
The 2008 Air Force Ball is Sept. 13 in Hangar 9

and is open to active duty, reserve, DoD civilians
and retirees. Social hour begins at 5 p.m., with din-
ner served at 5:45 p.m. A classic buffet will be pre-

pared and served by the McChord Clubs and
Community Center staff. 

The theme for this year’s ball, “Berlin to
Baghdad: A 60-Year Legacy of Victory through
Airlift,” was organized to recognize how airlift has
played a significant role in the war fighting capabil-
ities of the Air Force.

Tickets can be purchased through an electronic
pro rata distributed by e-mail from wing executives.
Tickets will no longer be available for purchase after
Sept. 10. The cost of tickets for E-1 to E-6 and GS-
6 and below is $15; E-7 to O-3, GS equivalent,
retirees and civic leaders is $20; O-4 and above is
$25. Enlisted Airmen should wear semi-formal or
mess dress uniform. Officers should wear mess
dress. Civilians should wear a civilian equivalent.
For more information or to volunteer to help, call
Capt. Samuel Aston at 982-9450 or Master Sgt.
Brian Baker at 982-2925.
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 Convenient Lakewood Location.
 Just minutes away. Next to the Lakewood Towne Center.

 Your Military Insurance Welcome!
 We gladly accept your dental plan as well as all Major credit cards.

 We put your comfort first.
 Caring Dentistry with a gentle touch.

 Call now to schedule your appointment.

 Receive a free dental care kit with 
 your dental cleaning .

 ATTENTION MILITARY DEPENDENTS:

 Dentistry
 For Dependents & Reservists

 Members:   American Dental Association, 
 Washington Dental Association, Pierce County 
 Dental Society. 

 David Cho, DDS, PS
 Robert L. Kiehl, DDS
 Family Dentistry 
 253-584-1314

 5920 100th St. S.W., Ste. 9, Lakewood Professional Village

 • Check-ups

 • Fillings

 • Root Canals

 • Cosmetic Dentistry

 • Teeth Whitening

 • Crown & Bridge

 • New Patients Welcome
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Names to Note
The following Airmen recently gradu-

ated from the Julius A. Kolb Airman
Leadership School:

� Senior Airman Debra Alvarez, 62nd
Medical Squadron
� Senior Airman Siobhan Barrett,
62nd Operations Support Squadron
� Senior Airman Jason Edwards,
62nd Communications Squadron
� Senior Airman Cody Fitch, 62nd
Security Forces Squadron
� Senior Airman Jeremy Foor, 62nd
Maintenance Squadron
� Senior Airman Manuel Garcia, 62nd
Civil Engineer Squadron
� Senior Airman Vincent Garcia,
62nd Logistics Readiness Squadron
� Senior Airman James Garrigus, 5th
Air Support Operations Squadron
� Senior Airman James Goodrich,
446th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
� Senior Airman Joshua
Hendrickson, 62nd Maintenance
Squadron
� Senior Airman Jason Hopper, 1st
Air Support Operations Group
� Senior Airman Amanda Human,
62nd SFS

� Senior Airman Joshua Jaburek,
62nd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
� Senior Airman Naziroh Kreil,
Western Air Defense Sector
� Senior Airman Randall Kroeger,
62nd AMXS
� Staff Sgt. Brian LeCloux,62nd SFS
� Senior Airman Steven Moerch,
62nd SFS
� Senior Airman Michael Naramore,
62nd MXS
� Senior Airman Christopher Severe,
62nd CES
� Senior Airman Nicholas Tari, 5th
ASOS
� Senior Airman James Taylor, 62nd
CES
� Senior Airman Tristan Walder, 62nd
APS
� Senior Airman Demetrius Williams,
62nd MXS

AWARD RECIPIENTS
John L. Levitow Recipient:  Airman
Garrigus
Distinguished Graduate:  Airman
Williams
Leadership Award:  Airman Hopper

For more information on Chapel services and programs, please call 982-5556. 
To contact Duty Chaplain after duty hours, contact the Command Post at 982-2635

CATHOLIC SERVICES and 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
All Catholic services are in chapel two.
Saturday:  

4 p.m. Confession: Chapel 2, Building 181
5 p.m. Mass:  Chapel 2, Building 181

Sunday:    
9:30 a.m. Mass:  Chapel 2, Building 181
11 a.m. Mass:  Chapel 2, Building 181
12:30 p.m. Why Catholic? Small Group

Study:  Chapel Support Center, Building 746
Monday:

12:00 p.m. Why Catholic? Small Group
Study:  Chapel Support Center, Building 746
Wednesday:  

6:30 p.m. Faith Formation:  1st,2nd & 3rd
Wednesday of the month:  Chapel Support
Center, Building 746

6:30 p.m. Why Catholic? Small Group
Study: Chapel Support Center, Building 746

PROTESTANT SERVICES and 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
Sunday: 

8:30 a.m. Liturgical Worship: Chapel 1,

Building 180
9:45 a.m. Sunday School: Chapel Support

Center, Building 746
11 a.m. Traditional Worship: Chapel

1,Building 180
11 a.m. Contemporary Worship: Chapel

Support Center, Building 746

JEWISH SERVICES: 
Friday: 

6 p.m. Every 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday of the
month:  Ft Lewis, Chapel 5, Building T-2270

OTHER PROGRAMS:
The following Chapel programs take place at
the Chapel Support Center, Building 746.
Tuesday:

9:30 a.m. Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS);
2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month

6 p.m. Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)
Bible  Study; 1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesday of the
month
Wednesday:

11 a.m. Adult Bible Study

McChord Chaplain Corps

Faith & Worship 
Programs
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 DOYLE 3:65
 ~Thou shalt enjoy good food and drink every day~

 208 Saint Helens, Tacoma    253.272.PINT ~

 We Bake!     We Deliver!

 Better
 Pizza.

 Better
 Ingredients.

 19409 Union Ave. SW
 (253) 984-7272

 Tillicum / Ft. Lewis Lakewood / McChord
 5700 100th Street SW
 (253) 589-2020

 7430 Pacific Ave.
 (253) 682-7272

 S. Tacoma

 5013 S. 56th
 (253) 682-2020

 Tacoma

 Offer Good At Locations Listed Below. Offer expires 9/30/08.

 Any Large  Any Large 
 Specialty Pizza Specialty Pizza

 $ 12 .99 Only  Choose From 
 14 Different 

 Specialty Pizzas

 WHY WHY
 GAMBLE GAMBLE
 WITH WITH
 YOUR YOUR
 FUTURE? FUTURE?

 Former CID/Korean Interpreter (On Site)

 253 584-1110
 9615 Bridgeport Way SW

 LAKEWOOD

 AGGRESSIVE CRIMINAL & AGGRESSIVE CRIMINAL & AGGRESSIVE CRIMINAL &
 DUI DEFENSE DUI DEFENSE DUI DEFENSE

 Over 25 Years Experience Over 25 Years Experience Over 25 Years Experience

 H. G ARY  W ALLIS We Accept
 Credit Cards

 ■   Felonies
 ■   Traffic
 ■   Fraud
 ■   Assault
 ■   Juvenile

 ■   Theft

 ■   Hit & Run

 ■   Drugs

 ■   Misdemeanors

 One Block North from Hotel Murano
 253.627.5319 •  www.fujiyatacoma.com

 Japanese Restaurant

 Well-trained servers who 
 offer first-rate hospitality!

 Owner Chef Endo
  from Tokyo , Japan
 Opened Since 1984 

 in Downtown Tacoma

 OPEN
 MON.–SAT.

 CLOSED SUNDAYS

 “Sushi Chefs Juan & Jun 
 demonstrate their artistic talents.”
 South Sound Magazine - Summer 2008 issue




